
PROPOSAL FROM THE SMEETA & HIMANSHU BEQUEST TEAM 

Congregational Meeting - December 19, 2021 

 

 I.  Background on original deck proposal 

At the Congregational Meeting on May 17, 2020, the congregation approved using a portion of the 

bequest funds to build a partially-covered deck behind the Foyer. Upon applying for permits, our 

contractor was informed by the city that the roofed portion would be considered an addition to the 

square footage of our building and thus trigger the requirement to either retrofit the building for 

sprinklers or provide fire separations within the building. The roof was removed from the plan and it 

was resubmitted. Then, we were informed by the Fire Marshal that the deck was more than 500’ 

from the nearest fire hydrant and we would be required to install an additional hydrant with a 

heated and alarmed backflow valve before we could build the deck or add any form of assembly 

space. We had an engineering plan drawn up so we could obtain bids from hydrant contractors. The 

best bid was nearly $84,000. After pursuing a variety of options, it was decided this was not a good 

time to make that investment and the Bequest Team went back to exploring alternatives. 

 

II.  Plan B 

Over the last year and a half, our congregation has come to appreciate the importance of our 

outdoor spaces more fully. Our proposed revised plan is to use additional bequest funds to 

construct TWO new areas where we can gather safely and enjoy the natural beauty of our 

fellowship property. 

 

1)  Fellowship Terrace  

Located behind the Foyer (where the deck was originally planned) the terrace of concrete pavers 

will be flush with the doorways on either side of the fireplace so it will be fully accessible from the 

Foyer with no steps. The pavers will be set in sand over a gravel base so it will be permeable, 

allowing surface water to drain into the soil and Rain Garden. The dimensions will be approximately 

20’ x 43’ (860 square feet). We are securing additional bids, but the estimated cost is $17,200. 

2)  Deck  

To ensure that the new deck is within 500’ of the existing hydrant and easily accessible from the 

building, we propose locating it in the corner between the RE hall and the south end of the Foyer 

(see site plan below). To provide access from the Foyer, the windows in the southwest wall of the 

hallway leading to the RE wing will be replaced with doors. This will provide an additional means of 

egress from the building and is actually part of the Phase Two in our original plan for the fellowship 

building. There will also be an accessible path from the front sidewalk. The area is fairly level and 

with minimal grading is expected to allow for a surface that is nearly flush and will not require a 

railing. Using the composite decking materials purchased for the original deck, this deck will be 

approximately 28’ by 40’ (1,120 square feet). The decking material that we already purchased was 

$12,525. The estimated additional cost is $41,300 including fees and door conversion. 

 

 



III. Proposal to the Congregation 

The proposed motion is:  

To approve using funds from the Himanshu and Smeeta Bequest to construct 
1) a Terrace adjacent to the Foyer and/or 2) a Deck adjacent to the RE wing as 
described in the December 2021 proposal from the Bequest Team that 
replaces the previously approved design. 

 
[NOTE: This proposal replaces the previously approved design that could not be 
constructed as planned. Construction is contingent on obtaining the required 
approvals and permits from the city. If either project is not approved by the city, this 
motion would allow the other to proceed independently.] 

 

The deck project is contingent on obtaining approval from the City and the Fire Marshal. We are 

assured by the architect and contractor that the terrace will not require a permit and the revised 

plan for the deck will be acceptable, but official approval for the deck is dependent on submitting 

architectural drawings. The motion before the Congregation is to approve the construction of both 

or either project independent of the other. Nothing is certain, as we’ve discovered, but we expect to 

complete both projects in time to enjoy them this spring. 

The original bequest from Smeeta and Himanshu was $106,086. Previous expenditures from the 

bequest fund are $13,817 for architect, engineer, and contracting fees and $12,525 for the decking 

material. There is also an allocation of $10,000 from the bequest fund for improvements to the 

fellowship wifi, so the available balance from the bequest is $69,744, The total additional cost for 

the Deck and Terrace is estimated to be $58,500 so both of the projects can be constructed with no 

additional funding. The estimates we’ve used are believed to be conservative, but pricing and 

availability are volatile. It may be necessary to make some changes in dimensions to stay within 

budget. Bequest funds that are not used for the Deck and Terrace may be used for outdoor furniture 

and landscaping.  

Smeeta & Himanshu Bequest Team 

Suzanne Ackert, Jim Burnham, Jack Campbell, Herman Schmid, and Geraldine Zurek 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

New location of proposed deck.  

Windows to be replaced with doors 

for deck access . 

Location of Fellowship Terrace 

between bathrooms. 


